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Wherein by himſelfeislaid open lus looſe life, 3 
wich the manner of his deat ln. ; 
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The Printer to the Gentlemen 
RKNeaders. 


Pntlemen, know you ar not vnacquain- 
8 ted with the death of Robert Greene, 
whole pen in his life time fed p 
well on the Stage, as inthe Stationers 
fſhops: And to ſpeake truth, although his 
looſe life was odious to God and offenſiue to men, yet 
foraſmuch.as at his laſt end he found it moſt grieuous 


to himſelfe (as appeareth by this his repentant diſ- 


courſe) I doubt not but he ſhall for the ſame deſerue 


fauour both of God and men. And conſidering Gen- 
tlementhat Den hath her charmes to inchaunt, that 
Fancie is a Sorceteſſe bewitching the Senſes, and fol- 
he the onely euemie to all vertuous actions. And foraſ- 
much as the pureſt glaſſe is the moſt brickle, the ſiueſt 
Lawnetheſoonelt ſtaind, the higheſt Oake moſt ſub- 
iect tothe wind, and the quickeſt wit the more taſily 
woone tofolly: I doubt not but you will with regarde 
forget his follies, and like to the Bee gather honut 
of the good counſels of him, whawas wiſe , learned 
and polliticke, had not his laſciuious life withdrawen 


him from thoſe ſludies which had been far more pro- 
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ſitable to him. | 
For herein appeareth that he was a man giuen duer 

to the luſt of his one heart, forſaking all godlines & 
one that daily delighted in all manner of wickednes, 
Since other cherefore haue forerun him in the like 
faults, and haue been forgiuen both of God and men 
Itruſt hee ſhall bee the better accepted, that by the 
working of Gods holy ſpirit, returnes with ſucha re- 
ſolued Repentance, being a thing acceptable both to 


Godand men. ä 
To conclude, foraſmuch as I found this diſcourſe 


very paſſionate , and of woonderfull effect to with- 
draw the wicked from their vngodly waies , I thoght 
ood to publiſh the ſame : and the rather, for that by 
2 repentance they may as ina glaſſe ſee theirowne 
ollie, and thereby in time reſolus, that it is better 
to die repentant, than to liue diſhoneſt. 
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To all the wanton youths of 


England: Robert Greene wiſheth refor- 
mation v wilfnines F 


5 Hen I confider (kinde Cuntrimen) that 
out h is like to the ſpring time of mant age 
Vfreadie in the bloome to be nipped with eue- 
bie misfortune, and that a yong man is like - 
to a tender plam, apt to be wrefted by nur- 
ture either to good or enill ;"as bis friendes lke good 
Gardeners ſhall with care indeuour bu education, ſeeing 
in the prime of our yeares vice is moſt ready tocreepe in, 
and that want of experience committeth ſundrie wanton - 
deſires, Ithoght good to lay before you apreſident of ſuch 
preindiciallmconueniences, which at the firſt ſeemmg 
ſweetewnto youth, at the laſt 2 into fruits of bitter 
repentance: For a pong man led oy by felfe will ( hauing 
the rainerof libertie in his e hand) foreſeeth not the 
ruth of follie, but aimeth at preſent pleaſures, for he 
gines himſelſfe vp to delight, and thmketh euerie thing 
good, buneſt; lam full and vertuous, that fitteth for the 
content of his laſciuious humour: hee foreſeeth not that 
ſuch as clime haſtely, fall ſadainely: that Bees haus ſtings 
A well as honre:that vices haue ill ender as well as ſwerte 
beginnings * and whereof growes thus heedles life, but of 


ai 


LY ca ir mad "os 4 | 7 : | 
, : 1 * — - - * _ - 
= © 7 
. 2 | 
'sy | q 


ſelſe conceit, thinking the good counſell of age is dotage: 
that the aduice of friends proceeds of enuie, and not of 
laue : that when their fathers correct them for their 
fanlts , they hate them: whereas when the blacks Oxe 
hath trod on their feete, and the (rowes forte is ſeene in 
their eies , then toncht with the feeling of their owne 
fellie they /igh out had I wiſt, when repentance commeth 
too late. Or lilę as waxe u read toreceine euerie newe 
fourme,that is ſlamped into it, ſo is youth apt to admit 
of exery vice that is obielted unto it, and in young yeares 
wanton deſires is cheefelypredomuanate eſpecrallie the two 
Ringleaders of all other miſcluc fes, namely pride and 
whoredome, theſe are the Syrens that with their in- 
chanting melodies ,drawe them on to viter confuſion, for 
after ayonng man bath ſuckt in that ſiune of pride, bee 
groweth into contempt and as bg increaſeth prowde in his 
attyre, ſo be is ſcornfull in bis lookes , and di ſdainet the 
wholſome admanition of his honeft freendi, whoſe aduice 
he ſuppeſethto be doone of malice, and therefore eſtee- 
meth his omne waies beſt aud had rather hazard his life, 
than to looſe an intch of bis credit. Pride is hike to fier, 
- - that will die aud goe aut if it bee not maintained with 
fewell „and yet lay on neuer ſo bigge loggers, it conſumes 
them all toafhes, ſo pride craues maintenance , or eli it 
will fade: and bad a young man neuer ſo great renenues, 
pride at laſt will reduce it to hegger you , for it is ſuch a 
ſoune,as once got into the bogne it will ſtep into the fleſs, 
he that once tetteth in his brauerie: if he haus no meanes 
to maintaine it, it will leaue no bad courſe of life vnat- 
tempted, but hes will haue corners to uphold hit follie. 
Heereof growes cooſſenages thefts, murthers , and « 
thou ſand other pettie wiſchiefes , and cauſes mam pro- 
per 


ofRobert Greene. 
per perſons to bee truſt vp at the gallowes,, purchaſing 
thereby infamy to themſelues, and hart breakzng ſorrow 
to their friends and parent 5 for euer. 

Companion to thus vice, is luſt and lecherie, which is 
the viper, whoſe venome is incurable, and the onely ſiune 
that in this life leadeth vnto ſhame, and after death un- 
to hell fire : for be that gineth himſelfe ouer to harlote, 
ſelleth his ſoule to deſtruction, and maketh his bodie ſub- 
ieft to all incurable diſeaſes. T heſe two vices do not an- 
lie waſte a mans ſubitance, but alſo conſumeth his bodie 
and ſoule, and makgth him attempt to do any miſchiefe 
for his maintenance therein. If happely the young man 
hath any grace,and is loth to tate auy vnlam full mayer, 
the ordinary courſe of bis copeſmates, is ſtraight to call 
him coward, andcaſt him ont of their fanonr , or els by 
ſoveeteperſuvaſions and flattering vvordes, make him 
forſaks God and all good meanes of life vv hatſocuer: 
this is the manner, life, and courſe of ſuch ar vill not 
liſten to the graus aduice oftheir parenti, bus ſeeks ther- 
by to bring their graie haires wuith greefe umo theyr 

auer. 

* This enſuing diſcourſe, gentle Reader, dooth lay open 
the graceles endenours of my ſelfe , vvh altbough I 
vvere fora long time giuen oner to the luſt of my ovun 
bart, yet inthe * grace did ſo fauourablie Works 
in me, that I truſt heerein thou ſhalt perceine my true 
and onfained repentance. Accept it in good part, and if 


it may profit anie 1 haue my deſire. 


Farewell, X. G. 
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The a tance 
of Robert Greene, Maiſter 


of Arts. 


1 


S there isno fteele fo fff, but the ſtamp 
will pierce; no flint ſo harde,but the dꝛops 
of raine will hollowe : ſo there is no heart 
edo vowe of grace, oz giuenouer Ne 

— dullie but the mercitull fauour of God c 
molliſie. An inſtance of the like chaunced to my 
being a man wholy addicted to all graceleſſe i indenozs, 
giuen from mp pouth to wantonnes, bꝛought vp in riot 
who as I grew in peares, ſo I wared moze ripe in vn⸗ 
godlines, that I was the mirrour of milchiefe, and the 
very patterne ot all pꝛeiudiciall actions: foꝛ I neither 
had care to take any good courſe of life, noz pet to liſten 
to the friendly perſwaſions of I ſeemed as 
one ol no religion, but rather as ameere Atheiſt, con 
temning the holp p2ecepts vttered by any learned pꝛea⸗ 
ther: J would ſmile at ſuch as would frequent the 
Church, v2 ſuchplace of godly exerciſe; @ wauld ſcuffe 
at any that would ION any wholeſome 

g 


Fe 


and greeuous diſeaſes, and thereby ſcourged with the 


The Repentance 
good admonition : {a that herein J ſeemed nineeters 
pꝛobate, the child ol Sathan, one wipt out of the booke 
oklife, and as an out caſt from the face and faus; of, 
IJ was giuen auer to dzunkennes , f that Jlightly ac⸗ 
counted of that company that would not intertatne my 
inoꝛdinate quaffing. And to this b eme okglutto⸗ 
tonie, J added that deteſtable vice ot Iwearing taking a 
felicitie in plaſpeining e pꝛaphaning the name of God, 
confirming tlelp.vut with ſuch ſolemne aths, 
that it amazed euen my companions toheare mee, And 
that Y might ſeeme to heaye one ſinne vpon another, J 
was lo roated therein, that whatloeyer J got, I ſtil con⸗ 


ſumed the ſame in dtinkennes, 


Liuing thus a long time, God (who ſufferech ſinners 


to heape coles of fire vpon their owne heads, and to bee 


ted a with ſinne againſt the day of vengeance) ſuffercd 
me to go koꝛ ward in my looſe life: many warninges J 


had to dꝛaw me from my deteſtable kind ok life, and di⸗ 
uers croſles to contrary my actions: but all in vaine, fo 


though I were ſundꝛp times aff licted with many foule 


rod of Gods wath,yet when bythe great laboꝛ # frend⸗ 


Hip ok ſundzy honeſt perſons, they had ( thaughto their 


great 7 4 ſought e pꝛocured my recouery, I din 
w Dog Redire in vomitum, I went again with 

Ge Opto ito Batſon themire; and fell to my fonmer 
follies as frankly as il I had not taſfed any fot of want. 
92 neuer been ſcotrged foxthem,Conſuetudo peccan« 
di tollit ſenſum peccau.; mp daily cuſfome in ſinne hay 
cleane taken away the feeling of mp ſinne: fo2 J was 
ſo giuen to theſe vicesafo2eſaide ; that Jrounted them 


cher veniallſeapes f faulcs bf nature;than.any great 


and 


of Robert Greene. 
and greeuous offences: neither did J care fo2 death, bur 
held it onely as the end ok lite. Foꝛ comming one day in⸗ 
to Alderlgate ſkreet ts a wel willers houſe ol mine, hee 
with other ol his frienves perſwaded mee to leaue mp 
bad courſe ot lite, which at length would bzing mee to 
vtter deſtruction, whereupon J ſcoffingly made them 
this anſwer. Tuſh, what better is he that dies in his bed 
than he that endes his life at Tyburne, all owe God a 
death: if I may haue mp deſire while J live, I amſatiſs 
lied, let me ſhitt after death as A may. My friends hea⸗ 
ring theſe woꝛds, greatly greeued at mp graceleſſe re⸗ 
ſolution, made this reply: It pou keare not death in this 
woꝛld, no2 the paines of the body in this life, yet doubt 
the ſecond death, & es loſſe of your ſoule, which with⸗ 
gut hearty repentance muſt ret in hell Are ſpp euer and 
ener, 

Hell/quoth what talke you of hell to mera know 
if J once come there, I hal haue theronipany of better 
men than my ſelke, J tal alſo meete with ſome madde 
kKnaues in that place, x ſa long as I ſhall not ſit there as 
lone, ny care is the lelle. But ou ate mad folks(quoth 
fox it J fearey the Judges of the bench no moe than 
Idꝛe the iudgements of God, J would befoze A flept 
diue into one Carles bagges o) other, and make merrie 
with the ſhelles J ound in them lo long as they would | 
laff; And though ſome in this company were Fryers 
_ — to whom Aſpake — 
pet were loainazed at mppnophane ſyeethes t 
they wicht chemlelues kroꝛth o my company {hereby 
appeareth char mio tonrinuall delight — 
that Amade my ſelfe dꝛunke with the dꝛegges ol 
rhieke, ebe daten ien 
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The Rep entice 
. 


tie hand of God: fo2 Sicknes (the meſſenger of death) 


attached me, and tolde me my time was but ſhozt, and 
that J had not long to kue: whereupon J was vered 
mn mind, am grow bery heauy. As chus J late ſolempu⸗ 
ty thinking ol my end, and feeling my ſelke ware ſicker 
and ſicker, I tell into a great paſſion, and was wonder⸗ 
fully perplered, yet no way diſcouered my agony, but 
late fill calling to mind the lewones of my foꝛmer lite: 
at what tinte ſovainly-taking the booke of Reſolution 
in my hand; J light vpon a chapter therein, which diſ- 
touered vnto mee the miſerable ſtate of the repꝛobate, 
what Hell was, what the wozme of Conſcience was, 
what tozmeutes there was appointed koz the damned 
ſoules what vnſpeakable mileries, what vnquenchable 
flames, what intollerable agonies, what incompꝛehen⸗ 
ſible grie ts; that there was nothing but feare, hoꝛrour, 


veration of mind, depꝛiuation krom the ſight and fauour 


of God, weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, and that al thoſe 
toztures were not termined 02 dated within any com⸗ 


allthis ofthe-Pſalmes: Ab inferis nulla eſt 
redem 


PPP 
vpon thele points, uch u terrour ſtroke inco my conſci- 


5 : 


in my head, my lookes wared pale and wan, and fetch- 
ing a great ſigh, Jcried vnto God, and ſaid; I all this 


be true, oh what ſhall become of meꝛ I the rewarde ok 


8 deaths and hels do J 


ee 


3 


9 d without end; con⸗ 


ente, chat foʒ very anguiſh uf minde my teeth did beate 


that haue beene a moſt miſerable ſumer : If 
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— . \ how neither adulterers;ſwearers; theeues 
bers all nherice the kingdome of heauen.CUjat hope, 


ofRobert Greene. 


ned to in all the woꝛld there neuer liued a man of woe 
ſer lite. Oh what hall J doe: J cannot call to God fo} 
mercie; fo my faultes are beyond the compaſle ot his 
fauour : the puniſhment of the body hach an ende by 
death, but the paines of the ſoule by death are made e⸗ 
uerlaſting. Then what a miſerable caſe am J in it J 
die: pet if my death might redeeme my offences r waſh 
away my ſinnes, oh might J ſuffer euery day twentie 
deathes while ſeuen peares laſteth, it were nothing: but 
when J ſhall en a contempt to the woꝛld, I ſhal emop 
* the diſdaine ok men, the diſpleaſure of God, er my ſoule 
(that immoꝛtall creature) ſhall bee dam⸗ 
ned: Oh woe is mee, why doe J line : nay rather why 
was J bone : Curſed be the day wherein J was bozn, 
and hapleſſe be the bzeſts that gaue me ſucke, Why did 
God create me to bee a veſſell ot wꝛath : My did hee 
breath life into me, thus to make me aloſtſheepe:Dh N 
feele a hell already in my conſcience, the number of my 
ſimꝛes do muſter befoze my eies, the pooze mens plaints 
that J haue wꝛonged cries out in mine eares and ſaith, 
Robin Greene thou art damnd; na, the iuſtice of God 
tels mee J cannot bee ſaued. Now-J do remember 


+ (though too late) that I haue read in eue 
no ee 


can J haue ot any grace, when ( giuen ouer from 
Al grace) Jercecded all other in th e kinde of ſinnes% 
©" Ifthus! — Honea bell (ADR a 


i is that hell, where my ſoule- ſhall e 
live in tounents, Jam taught by the ſcripture . — 
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whoſe name J haue taken — Mo, no, I am in a 
hell. Oh that my laſt gaſpe were come, that J might be 


with Judas 02 Cain, foꝛ their placę is better than mine; 


£2 that I might haue power withtheſe hands ta vnloſe 
my ſoule from this wꝛetched carcaſſe, that hath impꝛi⸗ 
ſoned ſo many wicked villainies within it. Oh J haue 


ſinned,not agalnſt the Father, noz againſt the Bonne, 
but againſt the holy Ghoſt: foz J pꝛeſumed vpon grace, 
and when the ſptrit of God eried in my mind © thoght, 
and (aid, dunkennes is a vice, whozedome is a vice; J 
careleſly (in contempt) reſiſted this motion, and as it 
were in a bzanery,committed theſe ſinnes with greedi⸗ 
nes. Dh now J ſhall trie with Diues to haue one dꝛop 
of water fox my tongue, but ſhall not be heard: J haue 
ſinned againſt my 9wne ſoule, and therefoze ſhalbe caſt 
into vtter darkneſſe : and further J ſhall not come till 
J haue paid the vttermolt karthing. which J hal neuer 
be able to ſatillie. O happy are yon that feele the ſparks 


of Gods fauour in pour hearts, happp are you that haue 


hope in the pallion ol Chzilt, happy are pou that beleue 
that God died fo} you, happy are pou that can pay, Dh 
why doth not God ſhew the like mertie vnto mee: The 
n is, betauſe in all my lite J neuer did any gd. J 


ates gloꝛied in ſinne, and deſpiſed them that imbꝛa⸗ 


ced vertue. God is tut, and cannot pardon my offences; 


and thereksze 
f0 A m 


therefoze J would I were out of this eatthiy hell, 
re in that ſecond hell, that mp ſoule might ſuf- 
entes koꝛ now Jam vexed both in ſoule and 


* Jn ithisdeſpairinit humor ſearching further into the 
fad Booke of Reſolution, found a place that greatly 
did comfort mee x laid * me the * of Gods 
mere 
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pꝛedeſtinated to be choſen veſſels of Gods glozy,t ther: 


W Robert Greene. 


mercie, ſhewing mee that although the Juſtice of God 
was great to puniſh ſinners, yet his mercie did exceede 
his woꝛks: and though my faults were as red as (kar⸗ 
let, yet waſht with his bloud, they ſhoulde bee made as 
white as fnow : therein was laid befoze mine eyes, that 
Dauid (who was called a man after his owne heart) 
did both commit adultery, and ſealde it with murther: 
yet when hee dtd repent, God heard him, and admited 
him tohisfauotr, Therin was laid befoze me the obllt⸗ 
nate ſinne of Peter, that not onely denied his Maiſter 
Chuſt, but alſo fo2lwo1e himl lte: yet ſo ſoone as hee 
ſhed tears, and did hartily repent him, his offen es were 
pardoned, Therein was laid open the theefe that had li⸗ 
ued licentioully, and had ſcarſe in all his life done one 
xd deed, aud pet hee was laurd by hope in the mercics 
of God. Therein was allo laide open how the ſeueri⸗ 
tie ofthe Law was mittigated with the ſweet and com⸗ 
fortable pꝛomiſes of the Goſpell, inſomuch that I be- 
gan to be ſomewhat pacified,# a little quieted in mind, 
taking great top and comtoꝛt in the pithie per lwaljons 
and pꝛomiſes of Gods mercie alleadged in that Boke. 
And yet J was not pꝛeſently reſolued in mp conſcience, 
that God would deale ſo fauozably with me, foz that ſtil 
the multitude of my ſinnes pꝛeſented me with his Ju⸗ 
ſtice: and would therefoze reaſon thus with my ſelfe, 
Ah, thoſe men (bekoꝛe mentioned) were elected and 


fore though they did kal, yet they roſe againe,# did ſhem 
it in time, wich ſome other fruits of their election. But 


ctontrariwiſe, I (the moſt wicked o all men) was euen 


vꝛought vp from my (wadling cloutt itt wirkedn es, my 
infangy WASSUP LIP axe EP IEA nes. I, 
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tooke no 
vpon any thing but vpon the ſpoyle: then ſeeing all mp 


mind, ſo that J 


The Repentance 


pleaſure but in ill neither was my mine ſette 


life was lead in lewdnes, and J neuer but once felt any 
remoꝛſe of conſcience, how can God pardon mee, that 
repent rather foz feare than foz loue : Pet calling vuto 
mind the woꝛds of Eſay, that at what time ſoeuer a ſin- 
ner doth repent him fromthe bottome of his heart, the 
Lozd would wipe away all his wickednes out of his re- 


Thus beeing at a battaile betweene the ſpirite and 
the fleſh, J beganne to feele a greater comfozt in mp 
dit tcares conteſſe and acknowledge, 
that although J was a moſt miſerable ſinner , yet the 

anguiſh that Chzift ſuffered on the Croſle, was able to 
purge and cleanſe me from all my offences: ſo that ta⸗ 


king hold with faith vpon the pzomiſes of the Goſyell, 
I wared ſtrong in ſpirite,and became able to reſiſt and 


withſtand all the deſperate attenipts that Sathan had 
giuen befoze to mp weake and far ble conſcience.CUhen 
thus I had conſideratly thought on the wꝛetchednes of 
mp like, and therewithall looked into the vncertainty ol 
death, I thought good to wite a ſhoꝛt diſcourſe 
ol mp the ſame, which I haue ioyned to 
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ther to liſten to the who 


1 95 ny 5 11 9 


15 15 Ir 85 OY 75 EY 


Tia] Fanddeath 


of Robert Greene Maiſter 
of Artes. 


Nene make long viſcourſe of 


tes,who fo? their grauitie 
Wee ls wt one mn 
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fozt to him in 
ee ade Ma £:9a deny 
to fo . — of mine owne velires, and n 


leſome aduerttſements of my 
parentes, noꝝ bee tulde by the cate full toꝛrettion ol my 


Pailter.Foz being at the Uniuerſitie of Cambzidge, A 
T light 


Tbekeper ntance 


| wags as lewd'as nty ſelfe, with whome 
| dthe flower of my youth, who dꝛew mee to 

L a — Jealy aud Soaine,m which places I ſawe 
zde ſuth villaime as is abhominable to ve- 


— their counſaile I ſought to furniſh mp 
ſelte wich coi ich I,pzocuredby anging eight a 
from ny Father amd mp | and my pam⸗ 


pered me lo — — ſecretly — mee the | ople of 
re LyEred} : ſo 

— ii tyerw-chnifts;that prac: 

| companio ape thutts, that Pace 
tiʒed ſund2y — ds A became as a Dien 
2775 into 1 ſame Rocke whereby J did — — 
ate of their nature and qualities. At my return 
e gland, our in my ſilks, in the habit of 

lalcohtent, 


1 that no place 
would e no vocation cauſe mee 


g bad, thi af, The 
ſo roofed inall miſchi eee ew 
in wickedneſſe, as lundꝛie hath in godlineſle : and as 
wund kit A tooke in villainy , as others had in 
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1 amd beeing efirſt 
dennen 1 23 ri 
| Wh pn nd 


that 
'reade this mp repenfannce ; 25 98 fcare God in their 
whole life, which A neuer did: Seconlp,toobey their 
.Parents,and to liſten vnto che wholeſome counlaſl of 
their : ene pes | 


them heere on earth, and 
or lewy and ill liuers: fo er e 
2 5 A 8 — 


lde ce ate apt nooth as op! 
feet lead the vnto veath ard del 
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mel af ongablines. > 
heeve fartors (I with pouthe vile ; 


On 


p) fo2 they are the Balililkes that kl 
4 they ate the Spzens that aflure with 
their ſweetelookes; and they leade their kauoꝛers vn» 

x deſtructit , dy a ſheepe is lead vmto the flaughe 


ne grew to vzinkennes, from dan: 
nme dk God, 
—_ 25 9 — 5 krayes, and continual conttouer⸗ 

e now 18 woymes in my eonltienee ona» 
mph 1 Fe — — I 


ſinnes woulde ck eg medowne —— 
ok deſtruction, fo2 Sn ede peccati mors. 


Oh knowe du the hoꝛrible ſins 
eee e ave via 1e the 
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(ex nm coir, - and that 
PRES heaup t vr teu way with ne bat veſperart- 
on,if the hope Kenna death and paſſiondid not helpe 
to eaſe mee ot lo intollerable and heauie a bhurthen. 
IJ haue long wich che dente Adder ftopt mine eares 
5 -vaiceof Gobs Pinilters, yea my heart was 
hardened all the motions chat the 
Fpiritof Sad did at any time wozke in my mind to turn 


„ nor 

. Pex-lesmg.confellea.txierh, that even once, op yer 
but C | and 0. 'ottr in my to1 [| E, 
then! redo, aj "eee did n 
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Wadi 
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of R obert Greene. 


fopme wy mifvemeano2s, 
At this Sermon the ſaid learned man ( who doubtles 
was the child of God) did beate downe ſinne in ſuch pi⸗ 
. ſiue manner, that J began to call vnto 
— — of my ſoule, and the pꝛeiudite that at 
would befzl mee for thoſe groſſe ſinnes which 
with e e J daily committed: in ſo much as ſigh⸗ 
ing J fatd in my ſelfe, Low haue mercie vpon mee, and 
(1k me grace to amend and become a new man. 
But this good mot ion laſted not long in mee ; fo no 
ſooner had J met with my copeſmates, but lecing me in 
ſuch a ſolemne humour, they demaunded the cauſe ol my 
ſadnes: to whom when J had diſcouered khat J ſoxrow- 
ed fo2 my wickedneſſe of like, and that the Preachers 
woes had taken a deepe impeſſion in my conſcience, 
n manner, calling me Purt- - 
tane and Peſizian, and wiſhed J might haue a Pulpit, 


with ſuchother ſcoffing tear nes, that by their foolih 


dey le and wholeſome leſſon J had lear- 


ntd went quite ot remembꝛance:ſo that J el a- 
gane with olde vomit, and put my wit 
| ken dei aa eee f 


Chsalchough God ſent his holy ſpirit to call mee, 
and though J heard hun, yet J regarded it no longer 
than thepreſent time, 5 — hens fozſakingit, A 
went forward obſtinatel — 
ſoon? after J married a vel, em b aught hter ot good 
account, with whom Jlined fo2 a while: but foꝛalmuch 
as thc. perſwade me frommy-wilfull wickednes, 
after I han a child by her, J caſt heroff,hauing ſpent vp 
the marriage money which 3 by her. — 
3 U 


ES. 7 
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The Re pentance 


Chen lett I her at ſir oꝛ ſeuen, who went into Lin⸗ 
colnechire, and J to London: where inſhozt ſpace tell 


into fauoꝛ with ſuch as were ot hono and good cal⸗ 
ling. But heere note, that though J knew hem to get a 
frienv, per I hadnot the gife 02 reaſon-hqwtokeeg 
friend: fo2 hee that was mp deareſt fri would bee 


ure ſo to behaue mp ſelfe towards him, that he ſhoulde 
euer after pꝛołeſſe to bee mp vcter enemie, 02 elſe vowe 
neuer after to come in my company. 

Thus my miſdemeauozs (too many to bee recited) 
tauſed the molt part of thoſe ſo much to deſpiſe me. that 
in che end J became friend les, except it were in a fewe 
Alehouſes who commonly toꝛ my inoꝛdinate expences 
ol me, vntil I were on che ſcoꝛe, fat 


name ot Oo hinke otherwiſe of mee, 


ofperdition 


per 
mp chiekeſt ſtay of 
Liuing, and fo2 thoſe my vaine diſcourſes, J was beld- 
- uedof the moge vainer lozt of people , who beeing my 
ontinuall companions , came ſtill to my lodging. 
fhere would continue quaſfing, carowſing, and ſurte- 
ting with me all the day long. 

But I thanke God, that hee put it in my head,tolay 
open the molt hozrible cooſenages ofthe common Con- 
: ap<catchers,Cooleners , and Croſſe-biters, which I 
haue invifferently handled in choſc wp ſeuerall wn 


of Robert Greene. 


ſes already impzinted , And my truſt is, that thoſe dif- 
courſes will doe great good, and bee very beneficiall ta 
dhe Common-wealth of England. 
But oh mp deare e Qife, whoſe company and ſight I 


haue refrained thele fire yeares: I alte God and thee | 
foꝛgiueneſſe fo ſo grẽatly wꝛonging thee,of whome J | 


ſeldome 02 neuer thought vntill now: Pardon mee (I 
pꝛay thee where ſoeuer thou art, and God foxgiue mee 
all mp oitences, 

And now to pou all that liue aud reuell in ſuch wic: 


name wich pou to looke to pour ſelues, and torefo2 
your ſclues foz the ſafegard of pour owne ſoules-: 6, 
ſemblenot with God, but ſeeke grace at his bandeg;hee 
hath pꝛomiſt it, end he willperfozme it. 
God doth. ſundzy times deferre his puiſhment onto 
thoſc that runnea wicked race;but Quod detertur non 
aufertur,that which is deferde is not quittanſt, a day of 
reckoning will come, when the Lozd will ſay; Come 


giue account of thy Stewardihip.UUhit God determi⸗ 


neth, man cannot pꝛeuent: he that binds two ſumes tos 


gether, cannot go vnpunilht in the one: ſo long the Pot 
goethto the Pit, that at laſt it comes bꝛoken home. 


no? in friends, in fauoꝛs in ki ndꝛed, they axe all vncer⸗ 


taine, and they are furtheſt off, when men thinke them 
molt nigh. Dh were J now to begin the flower ol mp 
pouth, were I now inthe pꝛime of my peares, how far 
would J bee from my fozmer fallyes: what a refoꝛmed 
courſe of lite would J take: but it is too late; onely 
now the comkoztable mercies ot the Lozd is lekt me ta 


* 


kednelle as I haue done, to you I wꝛite, and in Gods. 


Therekoꝛe (all mp good friends) hope not in money, | 


4. 
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The Repentance 
It is booklelle to me to make any long diſcourſe to 
luch as are graceleſſe as J haue beene, all wholeſome 
warninges are odious vnto them, fo they with the ſpi⸗ 
der ſucke poiſon out of the mo pꝛetious flowers, & to 
ſuch as Bod hath in his lecrete touncell elected, fewe 
woꝛds will ſuffize, But howſoeuer my life hath beene, 
let mp repentant ende be a generall example to all the 
pouth in England to obey their parentes, to flie whoze- 
dome, dzunkennes, (wearing, blaſpheming, contempt of 
the woꝛd, ard ſuch gretuous and grolle ſinnes, leaſt they 
being their parents heads with ſozrow to their graues, 
gind least ( with mee)they be a blemich to their kindzed, 
and ta their polkeritie fo2 euer. 
Thus map pou lee — hath ſecrete to himlelte 
the times ol calling and when hee will haue them into 
his vine yard, ſome hee calles in the moꝛning, ſome 
noone and ſome in > euening, and pet hath the laſt his 
wages aſwell as the flrſt:- Fo; as his iud are 
inſcrutable,ſoare his mercies incomprehenſible . And 
therefo:e let all men lerne theſe tio leſſons; not to de⸗ 
ſpaire, becauſe God may wozke in them throurh is 
denen no? to pꝛeſume, leaſt God giue 
them ouer fo: their pꝛeſumption, and deny them repen⸗ 
tance, and ſo they die impenitent: which finalis impe⸗ 
nitentia is à maniteſt ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
To this doth that golden ſentence ol. S. Auguſtine 
| alluve, Which hee ſpeaketh of the theefe hanging on the 
Croſſe. There was(fatth hee)one theefe ſaued and no 
more, therefore preſume not; and there was one ſa- 
ued, and therefore deſpaire not. And to roncluve.take 
theſe caueats hereafter following, 
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2 "Dh iſe neither his n wowe — 
niſter: fozhe that — not can haue na kaith, r with- 
out kaith no man can he ſaued. 


3 Obe ih Peine: for he that lifterh his bande a- 

— the Loꝛds anointed, ſhall be like vnto a withered 
ant. 

4 Deſpiſe not the counſaile ot thy Father, no2 the 

wholeſome — of che mother: 00 be that lies 
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neare thy houſe, 
8 Amanthat delichts in harlots hall heape ſinne 
vpon his ſoule: he ſhall be an open ſhame in * ſtreets, 
un D 
et | | 9 Ye: 


Repent dance 


; en. his date 
diſcredit to himſelte and his kindzed, and we all not go 
to his graue wich honaz. 

10 Who medleth with pitch wall be ne filed; and he 
that eateth the bꝛead of Robbers, aper hinlelfe as 
gatult che day of veugeanet. 

11 Siue not thy youth ouer to the Deuill, nepther 
vow the dꝛegs ol thy olde age vnto God foz a repentant 

mind commeth from God, 

12 Remember thy end, and thou ſhalt * pl 
mille, and let the law of the Lond be a ich: 
feete : ſu ſhall thy paces bee ee 
hanour. 
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The manner, of the death: an glatt endof Robert 
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0 him at the hart 


and in his face. 
During the whole tak of his ſicknes, he continual- 


ly W drop Bod, Ap fec ited theſc| ſentences follow- 
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O Lord fargiug me my manifold offences. 

O Lord haue metcie vpon me. 

8 Lord forgiue me my ſecret ſinnes, and in thy 
mer cie( Lord) pardon them all. 


D 2 Thy 


| till he 
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La Gn ent him conmennations amd that ſhee was 


aa e 


| 8 works: 
Kay: . — hee palſedthe ime, 
he ga Pp 


chis is to ber noted that his licknelle did not ſo 
greatly weaken hi 1 that he walked to his chaire & 
n efozehe departev,and then(be- 
ing keeble) laying lat buch about nine of 
the clocke at night , a friend ok his tolde him, that his 
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rer (m Holt fried of hi s debt; IcwWelditn tenne 
2 and hut for him Is id periſhed in the ſtreetes. 
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* Greenes 


| Greenes Pray erin the time of 
his ſi hneſſe | 


Low Jeſus Chiilt my Sauiour and re- 
deemer, A humbly beſeech thee to locke 


downe krom heauen vpon mer (thy ſer⸗ 
A itant that am with rite 
that J may patiently endure to d 


F thy rod ok chaſkiſement: 25h 
&| thou art-Love of life and death, as alſoof-ffrength 
health, age, weakenes and ſicknes, J'dotheretoze who⸗ 
ly ubm r myſelke vnto thee, to bee dealt withall accoz, 
ding to thy holy will and pleaſiire , And ſeeing O mer⸗ 
cifull Jeſu, that my ſinnes are innumerable like vnto 
the landes of the ſea , and that J haue ſo oftenoffendey 
thee that J haue wozthely deſerued death and vtter 
damnation, J humbly pꝛap thee to deale with me accoz⸗ 
ding to thy gratious mercie and not agreeable to my 
wicked deſerts . And graunt that J map (O Lozde) 
thꝛough thy ſpirite with patience, ſuffer and beare this 
Cong which thou haſt wozthily laid vppon mee: not- 


T TOW es e f 


n 


w be laudable 
7 v, t my u ele ladung 


kelicitie. Fe 02 euen nthou 8205 Lo2d) moſt ſweete Sauioz 
dldſt firſt ſuffer paine before thou wert cruciſied: Since 
therefoze O meeke Lambe of God that my way to e⸗ 


O3 : t 


itcht, 


TheRepentance 


£>rnall ioy is to ſutfer with thee woꝛldly greeuances, 
graunt that J may be made like vnto thee, by ſuffering 
paciently, aduerſitie, trouule, and ſicknes . And laſtly, 
fozaſinuch as the nultituve of thy mercies doth put a- 
way th: ſianes of thole which truely repent, ſo as thou 
remembzeſt them no moze, openthe eye of thy mercie, 
and behold me a moſt miſerable and w2etched ſinner, 
who fo2 the ſane doth moſt earneſtly deſire pardon and 
foꝛgiuenes. Renew O Lopde)in mee, whatloeuer hath 
beene decaped by the fraudulent mallice of Sathan, oꝛ 
mp owne carnall wiltulnes ;receiue me (O Low)into 
thy fauour,conſider of my contrition, and gather vp mp 
teares into thy hꝛauenly habitation and ſeeing (O 
Lowe) my whole truſt and confidence is onely in thy 

mercie, blot out my offences, and tread them vnder 

feet, lo as they may not be a witneſſe againſt 
| me at the day of wzath,Graut this O 
Lo, J humbly bzleech thee, 
fo2 thy mercies lake, 
Amen, 
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| W herein is diſciphered, howe 8 - 
tlemen vnder the erfect ſubſtaunce of|# 
pure loue, ate 10 5 inueig led with the |S 
ha dome of lewae luſt : — their firme 
faith,bzought afleepe by fading 
fancie: yatil wit ioyned with 


wiſedome,doth awakeitby 
the helpe ok reaſon, 


By RobertGreene Graduate 
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